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Greetings everyone,

E ditmial

Its 11" November as | write this editorial, a mild November day unusually
warm for this time of year, we remember Armistice Day, marking the end of
World War | and we recently remembered All Souls who died in both World
War | and Il, as well as those who died in current wars. Thousands gave
their lives so we could have a better future. We remember them!

Louise Taylor has authored an interesting article for this edition, from her
Perspective about Remembrance Day.

| would like us to remember all those who have died in the many recent
natural disasters, throughout the world. We pray the world pulls together
to send aid as people struggle to survive. We pray for unity and peace.

Agroupofus visited St Michaelsmall Abbey i
Benedictine Monastery in Farnborough, rich in history. See Harry
Robertson6 bvely article on page 4.

In October Fr Rags celebrated his 70™ birthday, and it was lovely that the
Deaf community and friends got together to surprise him by celebrating his
special occasion with a party which took place after the 15t of November
Signed Mass in the hall.

This year due t o Hor s, hha bedfonmamity s h
cel ebrated signed Mass at St Wil f
February and March, and at St Edward the Confessor, Keymer in
Hassocks for our last Signed Mass of the year in December. Next year we
will be visiting the parish of Our Lady of Sorrow in Effingham, Leatherhead
for February 7th, and twice in March 71" and 28th, there is no Mass in April.
This is a good opportunity to raise Deaf awareness around our Diocese.
The rest of the time, we continue to celebrate Mass in Horsham.
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| hope you enjoy this edition.

Wishing you all a blessed, joyful, and prayerful Advent as we prepare for
the birth of Christ.

Maria Booker 2



Dear sisters and brothers in Christ. |
| amtrying to comprehend thatih my retiremeno fay3 years“‘\ %
and 3 monthscdnnobelieve how fast it has gbohavekept '
busyduring this tinbgdoing supply Masses and Reconciliat
around the Diocese. | lase beespemingtimeauthoringy
bookwhich wille published next ygamy 80year.

| am glad to say that the DiodesstoraPlani T h e Wo r disddhimgyon s L
where the 11 Deaneries are becoming 11 new Parishes. There is great hope tha
Clergy and Laity will take on more authority and responsibility togethieofnhte gro
new Parish with the help of the Holy Spirit.

| amalso delighted that Bishop Richard is coming to celebrei khasSion
Horsham on 6th May next year. He always comes to us every year and really en
with us for the Mass and social afterwards. Please keep each one of us, and our
Family in your prayers with the guidance of the Holy Spiatkhomegbi @is.

As | write this message, | want to let you know that | am going on holiday to Irela
car on the Ferry from Fishguard to Rosslare, staying over two nights with a pries
Wales. Then spending 3 weeks in Ireland itself. Then | refikiristayihg over two
nights with another priest friend in Eagtamy home ornhTlecember.

Let us all continue to pray for Popd\V_w Kis Universal Ministry to bring a new
awareness of the Fatheroés Faith, Ho p
He did for His beloved Son while on earth, despite our sinfulness of each other.

And to conclude, we will all pray to resporstidoenliEternal Father duringstson
of Advent and Christmas with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Your brother in Christ.

lan.

Fr. lan Byrnes.



St Michael 6s Abbey, Farnborough
20'September 2025

By Harry Robertson

St Michael 6s Abbey, Farnborough, a s
the Hampshire/ Surrey border about 30C
Abbey is only a few miles from the N
among dense woodl anandgseeilsuded aaspea

The entinabhcpromi neqntsl wimarak emddwhowhr |
| eads between overhanging tree canonp
of the Abbey Church is suddenly visi

On a coeoelptneimib er Delafy ,Hamadl Heoafr i ng pi | gr

from the Arundel & Brighton Diocese,
way to the Abbey. Some, searching fo
nebyr streets, but eventually we al/l

we l | worth it



Waiting to welcome us was the smilin
Brogamwho engaged warmly Wwand BSIEL hsisg
he explained, early in his career he

Mas ses.

Wewal ked up to the Abbey
¥ sever al pi gtournesdqg bwasidai n
% the monastery complex. T
i (with fallen chestnut fru
%" was that they wefrreuahabr,se
Il magi ned the monkods pl ay
spare time. Alas, my wif
edi bl e sweet chestnut sp
confirmed this, adding t
use for them at Chri st ma

The exterior of the chuamrédpprsorrieantcen
| mposing |l ocation, the interior does
exquisitely for med.



At the entrance I s the

Benedi ct , then the nave,
el ther side, whi ch | ead:
hi gh Altar, surmounted [

Mi chael

and flanked by two si

Our Lady of Guadalupefl'ﬂi“

AV

A‘,’_A’A A ,‘.‘

Adding to the fi
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The community at Farnborough enjoys
Mass and the Divine Office celebrate

chant. For our wvisit the | iturgy was
Cut haedtcoed ebr at edyrlnye skr Dleaaf Ber vi ce
Chaplain. Readings, Intercessions an

voiced over and sigmedf bHamrdélendireir sg of

communi ty.
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Foll owi ng MaGust,h bFert rtAddwded Dom Hugh,

monks, who proceeded to tell us al |
way of | ife, and the Farnborough Con
since 1895 and the community i1 s smal
They al itvadi ti onal | i fe of prayer, w

of St Benedict. At the heart of thei
daily round of the iMagsh aOfd iievisnearC
a fact that caused audi bl e gasps.

Dom Hugh
excell en
and guid
wonder f u
Key to t
establ i s
Abbey wa
of the F
| mperi al
exil e to
to expl ai
|l ed us i
| mperi al
Chapel situated bel o




The story begins with the Emperor Na
heit hemper or Napwhepnfoll owing 4+ he d
Prussian War in 1870, was forced int
wi fe Empress Eugenie and their only
died in 1873 in Kent.

There were ambiti chhapdloaon hBo rsama rLtoal

| mperial, to one day restore the Bonr
King or even Emperor. Al though he gr
Academy at Wool wich @&swas &dmracikliihgr yr
qguality, combat experience. To r emed
that, with Queen Victoriads per mi ssi
embar ki ng for South Afric&adul o wake.p
Four months | ater he was dead. Ambus
a pistol to defend himself, he fell

evident ébut was demonstrated at t he

t he

Foll o
deat h
husba
son,
devas
Empr e
Eugen
recup
at Os
House
sever
mont h
suppo
her friend

Queen Victori a.
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She decided to construct a per manent
husband and son i n a church that sh
The mausol eum was to include a monas
per manent community of monks to ser

This i1 s th
Benedictin
Far nboraoug
priory <c¢chu
Abbey st at
1920, the

and is interr
I n one of the
sarcophagi g i
Queen Victori
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Afterwards, we milled in the Abbey S
candles, rosaries, prayer cards,

books, incense, St Beneidsiacdtl yme dahles hs
sold out a couple of months previous
|l iturgy and study, the busy monks o0p
undertake publ i sihnign,g aanndd cbaotoekrb ifnodr v
cleaning, cooking, gardening and t he

a

monastery.
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|l n summary, we greatly enjoyed the h
opportunity to accompany them at Mas
contempl ated how the memory of the ©b
family has, through ther gpedcientod t(Glod
we see today.

12



CDA CONFERENGCGCID"i 220a2T1bBER

The Catholic Deaf Association (CDA) Conference took place on Friday 10"
October. People started arriving from 3pm onward at Hinsley Hall,
Conference/Pastoral/Hotel, Leeds. At first glance from the outside, the
building looks bleak and dark, like something out of a Harry Potter film.

ﬂ“i% i \‘"t i Hﬂ‘;\?\

Thankfully, the inside is warm and welcoming, and the staff were very
attentive. Participants of the Conference checked in to their rooms and
settled for the evening. After supper everyone gathered in the Margaret
Clitheroe Conference room for the AGM. Around 48 people were present.

On Saturday the Conference began; the
themewasin Pi | gr i m Oarfguesto p
speaker was Rev Fr Eamonn Mulcahy
CSSp, belonging to the Roman Catholic
Religious Congregation of the Holy Spirit;
fSpiritanso .

Fr Eamonn gave a fantastic presentation on
t he theme of API | gri \ )
present was glued to their seats and were in awe just Watchlng him speak
with deep, profound, spiritual faith, about the meaning of Hope. Having
just arrived from Rome, Fr Eamonn shared his hope, excitement and

profound gratitude at having had the opportunity to concelebrate Mass with

Pope Leo, he could not believe it himself,
13



It was a truly inspiring and powerful presentation which left many talking
about it throughout the weekend and beyond.

After a delicious supper, we
once again gathered in the
Conference room for an
fAuctionoto raise much needed
funds. This was a success, and
everyone enjoyed themselves.

On Sunday after breakfast, we
celebrated Mass in the Chapel. Fr
Eamonn Mulcay, Fr David Quiligotti
. and Fr Robert Kinlen concelebrated
» : Mass with Fr Paul Fletcher SJ

' presiding. Fr Eamonn gave the
homily.

14



At the end of Mass, Sr Maria

McCready MBE was given the
award of fHonorary President
of the CDAQ for her unfailing
and loyal dedication and
support for the Catholic Deaf
Association over the past 50
years.

Sr Maria was also given a few gifts, one being a framed picture of the

present council members.

96086

are
CDA Council @
=

people to become members for the future of the CDA.

Maria Booker

| tds safe to say,
Conference, well done everyone who
worked hard over the year. Big
thanks to the Chairperson; Joselyn
Taylor, Chaplain Fr Paul Fletcher SJ,
and all Council members - not
forgetting the Interpreters.

Big thanks also to all the members of
the CDA, without you there would be
no CDA. Please continue to spread
the word and, encourage young

15



FR RAGSBVTRTHDAY CEL E BReArsdoxk N

Another cause for celebration as the
Deaf community of Arundel and
Brighton celebrated Fr Rags670™
birthday. Members of the Deaf
community brought food to share, and a
Special birthday cake with a Cricket
theme was made specially for Fr Rags.
Many congratulations Fr Rags.




REMEMBRANCE DAAN PERBZBBNAL PERSPECTI VE

By M. Louise Tayl or

Since my teens | have regarded Remen
Il mportant days of the yetdr .y elahruss,, |low
the Cenotaph, i nitially on my own, |
Archiebal d. Il n A0AO0Owheplushadrht mer e
his death at the age of 95 years. S
Mass for the Fallen

: at Westminster
three services are present, anasg.oin

Until fairly recent years, | would t
where my parents | i e bRBrroceeds, sijomi ntihn
graves. But there are other rituals
going to the cemetery.
The Field of Remembrance | ies on thi
and Victoria Street. |t serves for
for the War Dead. | t exi sts only fo
opened annually byt HRH d®irvindced Pihntlo p
fields of action, and for eaci#Oofyetal
,ago, each division
"Iittle pl ot , as di
f Roy al Navy and Roy
Today, however, as
« Ve er ans have di ed,

generation have als
t he associati ons no

= We used to place ou
# % 81st West African Di
==t Unit. However, the
& cross, there was on
L plot. Today, sadly,
yall ocated, so | pla

s« Royal West Aferi dcamc
whi ch 81st had f orm

17




As | approached the Field of Remembr
"Fl owers of the Forest", and found v
ot her Highlander s, al | kil ted, hol d
with their padred whceemem. pileaohne
had been in the London Scotti sh, a
Again, sadly, there was no | onger a

t he Kaiser had termed "Ladiesnésomndt

First Worl d War .

The piper Dbrought he service to a c
ol

t
t

bel | of the Abbey | ed.

I was al so at the Abbey for Evens
Remembrance Sunday, and was | ed by a
choir stalls, adjacent to the choir.

own at the Cat hedaaaHhH ,prbaducaest ual Vv gr
The music and prayers were moving,
was the sermon about the significanc

The preacher swaok eg eanbeoruatt itoones and t h
often repeated: "t mu s t never happ
peace by Nheéei Omstidldtt hat today power f
to take notice of warnings. He point
attitude and the one being promul ga
countries must arm. The needhtoilkawae
t hi ng, he i1 ntimated, but not | f C O
| eader s. He expressed alarm at the
preparing for war. He ended by expre
for peace

After | eaving the Abbey, | was just
the Cathedral, sung by our own choir
So, am | obsessed with war and death
| dedicate the whole of Remembrance
someti mes forgo all the afternoon ri

at St Pauls in Haywards Heath.)

Luckily, none of my relatives died i
on Remembrance Sunday, namely, sacr.i
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think of each of the plots iIin the
crifice upon which we place our po
flected in their dérm¢ htset hleowerhast
S that a man | ay down his |ife f
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are stil] i n awe of so many | ives
anksgiving that they stood up agai
e young are very weageramnd gcatyu atlhle
ank personally many of the Veter an
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| am also thankful for my own parent
for the war effort and survived, an
Cenotaph and the VE and VJ commemor &
year s, when we varnedr awosn dvehrd ulhad serv
Worl d War, and more recent confl i ct
Veterans of the Great War who have s

now.

We |live in a dan

which many peopl e

that we forget t h

~ on', as they say.
ey ' woul d b e at
me mbr ance Sund e

mi nder of how pr
| 1 fe and freed
ual remi nder

| ecting on t he
t for the gene
ceed us by t
ter future, idgu
| ms .
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Poem page

Don't Forget Jesus

Christmas is a special time
To reflect on Jesus Christ,
The wonder of His lowly birth
Brings meaning to our lives

There really is no other reaso
We celebrate this day,
The birth of God's precious s
And the life, He willingly gave

But so much seems to distract
In the busyness of our lives,
We lose our focus in all the

happenings,

Not knowing, we leave out Chi

We lose sight of the true mean
As we endlessly rush about,
Trying to find that perfect gift

Seems to crowd our Saviour C

We need to stop and reflect aw

Remembering our precious Lag

His birth, His life and sacrificg
And all that He stands for

For though the world may celeb
It seems, though, for other reas
Let's keep in mind that Jesus C
Is the true meaning of the seas

© By M.S.Lowndes

Your Wor d
Your Wor d, O
| s wi sdom and

And we need to
When i n our vy
To have it e mb
Deep i n our h
To never give
And never | et
We need to kn
The truth the
That wi | | | e ad
And free us f1
Your Wor d, O
| s faithful a
And i n your W
We must put ou

© By M.S.Lowndes
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