
Annual CDA Pilgrimage to Walsingham 2025

This year's Annual CDA Pilgrimage to Walsingham was held on 
Saturday 17th May 2025. Did the pilgrims who attended this pilgrimage 
have any idea when the Annual CDA Pilgrimage was first held? I recall 
having went to Walsingham in the 1980s so this meant that there were 
earlier CDA Pilgrimages, maybe going back to the 1970s. 

I do agree with the CDA Secretary that it could have been Canon 
Hollywood's idea and he might have inspired the earlier CDA Council to 
suggest and arrange the first ever Annual CDA Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham. Canon Hollywood must have received information about 
both the early Anglican and Catholic Pilgrimages to Walsingham.

The Anglican Pilgrimage was first held in 1923 leading to an annual 
Pilgrimage being set up in 1938. It was renamed The National 
Pilgrimage in 1959. It consists of a journey to Walsingham, a High 
Mass, lunch in the original Abbey grounds, Procession and Benediction 
before the journey home. Also the annual National Anglican Pilgrimage 
is held on the Spring Bank Holiday (last Monday in May).

The Catholic Pilgrimage was first held in 1934 when Cardinal Bourne of 
Westminster and Bishop Youens of Northampton led the Catholic 
Bishops of England and Wales with 10,000 pilgrims to the Slipper 
Chapel which was then declared to be the National Catholic Shrine. It 
was followed by annual pilgrimages starting from 1945 onwards. The 
National Catholic Shrine now attracts about 150,000 pilgrims yearly.

As for CDA Pilgrimages, they must have been started back in the 1970s 
so this year's annual pilgrimage should be over 50 years since but there 
were no CDA Pilgrimages in both 2020 and 2021 due to COVID.

Walsingham is a major Marian pilgrimage site in Britain with the history 
going back to 1061. In that year a Saxon widow named Richeldis held a 
vision of the Virgin Mary with the child Jesus. The Virgin Mary took 



Richeldis in spirit to Nazareth where She showed Richeldis her home. 
Richeldis was told to make measurements of the Virgin Mary's home 
and build a copy of the Holy House in Walsingham.

The legend is that Our Lady with help of the holy angels removed the 
Holy House to the spot She chose. Walsingham quickly became a centre 
of pilgrimage and the most popular one in Britain. 

In 1538 both the original Walsingham Abbey and the Holy House were 
pulled down and destroyed  by order of King Henry VIII who has went 
on pilgrimage here in 1511 and even walked barefoot in the Holy Mile.

The original Holy House is all gone except bricks marking the place. 
There are a few ruins of the original Abbey including the Window Arch.

Many of you travelled to Walsingham by coach and the first thing you 
did when arriving at Little Walsingham was to go to the toilets on High 
Street. Did any of you know that behind the toilets there are grounds of 
the original Walsingham Abbey?

The Holy Mile leads from the Abbey grounds to the Slipper Chapel. The 
Annual CDA Pilgrimage Procession left the Church of the Annunciation 
and passed by St Seraphim's Pilgrim Chapel, an Orthodox Chapel, which 
is located in the former railway station. The Procession walked all the 
way on the former railway line until it reached the Slipper Chapel.

The Slipper Chapel was built in 1340 where medieval pilgrims removed 
their shoes to walk the last mile (Holy Mile) barefoot to Walsingham.
Also the Slipper Chapel served as the final chapel and stopping place on 
the pilgrimage route to Walsingham thus pilgrims removed their shoes 
here. Now many modern pilgrims do the same and walk the final mile to 
Walsingham barefoot. Even one deaf pilgrim said she saw one man 
walking barefoot! Pope Francis raised the Slipper Chapel to a minor 
basilica in 2015.



This year's Annual CDA Pilgrimage was held under the theme "With 
Mary as Pilgrims of Hope
" in connection with the Jubilee Year 2025. It started with the Service of 
Reconciliation inside the Church of the Annunciation.The Reflection 
was given by Fr David Quiligotti. The Procession started outside the 
Church and walked all the way to the Slipper Chapel with 5 stops for 
reciting prayers.

The pilgrims had their lunches, exchanged chats with friends and went 
to the Slipper Chapel for private prayer. The 3pm Mass was held in the 
Basilica of Our Lady. It was held by Bishop Paul Hendricks with Fr Paul 
and Fr David. It ended with pilgrims exchanging farewells to each other 
before dispersing for their mode of transport home.

Some new pilgrims hardly had a chance to explore the historic village of 
Walsingham. So the alternative suggestion is a weekend stay in the 
village.

There are two accommodation places to stay, namely Elmham House, 
the National Catholic Shrine's main pilgrim accommodation, and 
Anglican Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, the Anglican pilgrim 
accommodation.

Once the newcomer gets his or her en suite bedrooms, then he or she 
will have the time to walk around the village and observe the original 
Abbey grounds, the Anglican Shrine and the National Catholic Shrine at 
his or her leisure, thus absorbing the atmosphere of England's Nazareth ( 
Our  Lady of Walsingham Shrine).

Ian Urquhart


